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  KANSAS CHILDREN’S CABINET AND TRUST FUND MINUTES 
 

The December 5, 2025, virtual meeting of the Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund Board 
commenced at 9:00 a.m. with Chair Don Hineman presiding.  A quorum was present. Proper notice 
of the meeting was published in the Kansas Register. 

 
Members Present: 
Don Hineman, Chair, Dr. LeEtta Felter, David Younger, Tabatha Rosproy, Dr. Tara Wallace, 
Senator Dinah Sykes, Representative Laura Williams, Senator Renee Erickson, Senator Tory Marie Blew, 
Representative Suzanne Wikle, Amanda Petersen (KSDE), Matthew Billinger (KDOC),  
Derik Flerlage (KDHE), Brandi Wells (KBOR) and Justice Melissa Standridge (Supreme Court) 
 
Staff Present: 
Melissa Rooker, Craig Barnes, and Dyogga Adegbore 
 

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR 
Chair Don Hineman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked Dr. LeEtta Felter for presiding  
over the October meeting in his absence.  
 
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 3, 2025 MINUTES 
Chair Hineman suggested adopting the October minutes by acclamation unless there were objections. 
Hearing none, Chair Hineman announced the October 3, 2025, minutes stand approved as presented.  

 
2025 CHILDREN’S CABINET ANNUAL REPORT 
Melissa Rooker, Executive Director and Dr. Jessica Sprague-Jones, Assistant Director at The 
University of Kansas Center for Public Partnership and Research (CPPR) presented an overview of 
the 2025 Kansas Children’s Cabinet Annual Report, summarizing the Cabinet’s work over the past 
year. Board members received an electronic draft copy of the report prior to the meeting. Melissa 
remarked the annual report will be presented to the governor and the Kansas legislature once 
finalized and approved by board vote.  The report highlights the Cabinet’s roles, CIF and federal 
funded portfolio, timeline, and the Common Measures Initiatives provided by WSU.  Other 
highlights include program profiles, CIF Accountability Process, Early Childhood Block Grants, 
Community-Based Child Abuse Prevention, Preschool Development Grant, KAN-Link, Capital 
Projects Fund, Childcare Accelerator grants, and the NW Kansas Public Private Partnership.   
 
After board members had time to ask questions and engage in discussion, Chair Hineman asked for a 
motion. 
 
MOTION:  
It was moved by LeEtta Felter to accept the 2025 Annual Report. Followed by a second by Dinah 
Sykes.  
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Chair Hineman called for a Roll Call Vote. 
 
David Younger  Yes 
Rep. Laura Williams Yes 
Rep. Suzanne Wikle Yes 
Dr. Tara Wallace  Yes 
Sen. Dinah Sykes Yes 
Tabatha Rosproy Yes 
Dr. LeEtta Felter Yes 
Sen. Renee Erickson Yes 
Rep. Tory Marie Blew Yes 
Chair Don Hineman Yes 

Motion carried. 
 
AGENCY UPDATES 
Amanda Petersen, Director of Early Childhood, Kansas State Department of Education 

• A series of Kinders Can! Conferences kicked off at Greenbush in Girard and in Lawrence on 
12/4. Several education service centers partnered to host a one-day professional development 
event for Kansas early educators. The theme is Early Literacy. The keynote speaker discussed 
oral language skills and emphasized that oral language skills through talking and listening are 
critical for a child’s reading success.  On 12/12, the conference will take place at Essdack in 
Hutchinson and on 4/10 in Sublette. https://www.ksde.gov/Home/Quick-Links/News-
Room/Weekly-News/Feature-Story/ArtMID/6201/ArticleID/4742/Learning-early-language-
skills160vital160for-laying-foundation-for-reading and  
https://www.essdack.org/kinderscan 

• KSDE entering second year of working through new system of school accreditation. KSDE is 
helping schools focus on fundamentals of quality instruction of teaching and learning to drive 
improved student outcomes.  https://www.ksde.gov/Home/Quick-Links/News-
Room/WeeklyNews/Standards-and-Instruction/ArtMID/6191/ArticleID/4734/Kansas-celebrates-
11-new160Blue-Ribbon160Parents-as-Teachers-programs 

• Parents as Teachers educators received international recognition at the 2025 Parents as Teachers 
International conference.  George Vega, USD 202 Turner received the PAT Educator of the Year 
Award and Brittnie Brake, USD 512 Shawnee Mission/Growing Futures Early Education Center 
received the Parents Choice Award. Displaying an example of the global impact that Kansas 
PAT educators are making. 
https://www.ksde.gov/Home/Quick-Links/News-Room/Weekly-News/Standards-and-
Instruction/ArtMID/6191/ArticleID/4716/Two-Kansas-home-visiting-professionals-earn-
international-accolades 
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AGENCY UPDATES (contin.) 
Craig Barnes, Assistant Director, Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund reported: 

• State Fiscal Year 2027 Early Childhood Block Grant Request for Proposals opened in 
November. On 11/17, the Cabinet hosted a webinar about the application process for 
interested parties. The RFP, webinar recording, and slides can be found on the 
Children’s Cabinet website at www.kschildrenscabinet.gov  under the “About” tab by 
clicking on the ECBG link. Applications are submitted through the Kansas 
CommonApp. The application window closes at 5:00 p.m. on 1/8/2026. The Cabinet 
looks forward to reviewing the incoming applications, and a slate of recommended 
recipients will be presented at the April board meeting. 

Matthew Billinger, Juvenile Justice Oversight Committee Coordinator, Kansas Department of Corrections 
reported: 

• Juvenile Justice Oversight Committee completed its annual report and published it in November. It 
is available under KDOC website under Juvenile Services and Juvenile Justice Oversight 
Committee. Matthew added he was impressed with the Children’s Cabinet annual report and 
commended everyone involved in the preparation of it. 

• Shared exciting news on the Topeka Correctional Facility (women’s prison). He expressed 
appreciation for the funding from the Governor’s Office and Kansas Legislature, which enabled 
construction of a much-needed medical services building at the facility.  Plans are underway for a 
ten-bed/living unit with a nursery in the new medical building, with design details still being 
finalized. He thanked Topeka Doula Project, Kansas Breastfeeding Coalition, Kansas Action for 
Children and Ministry to Incarcerated Families. After reviewing other states’ practices, it was 
concluded that reports indicate a reduced recidivism and community crimes linked to a strong 
mother-child bond. 

• Sponsored the Topeka Lullaby Projects at Topeka Correctional Facility. Partnering with the 
Kansas Children’s Discovery Center, this grant funded program pairs incarcerated mothers who 
are either pregnant or have children under 2 years of age with artists  who write and sing personal 
lullabies which are digitally recorded and sewn into quilts that are given to the children at home 
while their mothers are away.   

 

Derik Flerlage, Director of Bureau of Disease Control & Prevention and Co-Bureau Director of Family 
Health, Kansas Department of Health & Environment reported: 

• Derik reported that Amy Dean Campmire was unable to join the meeting and had no updates to 
share about Maternal Child Health.  

• Excited that the federal government is back open especially as it pertained to the WIC program 
that KDHE administers.  Received the allocation for the year and sent out awards which is 
sustainable funding to local agencies across Kansas that support the clients. 

  

http://www.kschildrenscabinet.gov/
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AGENCY UPDATES (contin.)  

• KDHE is working with Kansas Attorney General on child care licensing regulations to update  
school-age program and youth development program as required under language within House 
Bill 2045, related to the Office of Early Childhood. The purpose is to make those programs 
eligible for federal child care assistance funds. Also working with the AG on a compliance 
package for HB 2045 and finalizing updates on regulatory language. 

Brandi Wells, Workforce Development Coordinator, Kansas Board of Regents: 

• Brandi remarked that as a mother and a participant of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. 
expressed her gratitude for the program, and wished everyone a Happy Holiday! 

 
Justice Melissa Standridge, Kansas Supreme Court /Office of Judicial Administration 
reported: 

• Supreme Court and Office of Judicial Administration are busy working on projects that are a 
result of the Child Welfare Summit. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Melissa Rooker, Executive Director provided the following updates: 

• Thanked the board for their work over the past year, and the new members that arrived 
mid-year for their time and attention to onboarding and orientation to the Cabinet work. 

• Clarified the finalized Children’s Cabinet Annual Report will be sent to press, and hard 
copies will be provided to the board.  If members desire more than one copy, to let her 
know. A digital version will be posted on the KCCTF website. Melissa commended the 
KU Team for their efforts in compiling the information throughout the year into the report. 

• The federal government shutdown presented some day-to-day challenges; however, staff 
navigated it successfully with all grant invoices having been processed. Pleased that our 
federal project officers are back on the job.  

• Represented the Children’s Cabinet at meetings: 
o National Children’s Trust Fund Alliance Annual Meeting (November 2025 virtual 

meeting),  
o CBCAP Region 6 & 7 Annual Technical Assistance meeting, attended with Craig 

Barnes, in San Antonio, Texas, last October 2025. The meeting purpose was to 
promote child well-being and looking at systems level role of CBCAP federal 
funding.  Melissa presented on the work done in Kansas using the funding, 

o Education Commission of the States Commissioners’ Winter Meeting for 
Commissioners held in Orlando, Florida, December 2-4, 2025. Melissa presented 
at the ECS on the efforts to support the childcare workforce in Kansas. 

• Staff have been conducting site visits with Capital Projects Fund grantees 
• Attended the Humbolt CPF ribbon cutting ceremony last month. Last year, attended a 

groundbreaking ceremony for Storytime Village, Wichita.  Completion of facility is 
scheduled in fall 2026, 
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• Group of KSDE IT, KU CPPR, and Cabinet staff attended the Early Childhood Data Lab 
in Kansas City. Purpose of the event was to gather resources to study and evaluate the 
impact that our early childhood investments are having on outcomes. 

• Asked board to act on the proposed 2026 Meeting Schedule and determine when to meet 
in April. 
 

NEXT MEETING & 2026 PROPOSED SCHEDULE 
Melissa Rooker reported there were six members present (representing a quorum) at the October 3 
board meeting, however, members present decided to postpone voting on the 2026 Meeting 
Schedule until more members were present at the December meeting to determine the April meeting 
date.  
 
The proposed meeting schedule for 2026 was presented as follows: February 6, April 3 (or April 10), 
June 5, August 7, October 2, and December 4.  It was noted that April 3 falls on Good Friday.  
 
After discussions on alternative dates, the board had consensus on meeting April 3, 2026. There was 
discussion about when to meet in-person. The board opted to set the in-person date at a future board 
meeting.  
 
Chair Hineman asked for a motion to adopt the 2026 Meeting Schedule.    
 
MOTION: 
David Younger moved for adoption of the 2026 Cabinet Meeting Schedule.  Motion seconded by 
seconded by Suzanne Wikle.  Chair Hineman asked for a Roll Call vote. 
 
David Younger  Yes 
Rep. Laura Williams Yes 
Rep. Suzanne Wikle Yes 
Dr. Tara Wallace  Yes 
Sen. Dinah Sykes Yes 
Tabatha Rosproy Yes 
Dr. LeEtta Felter Yes 
Sen. Renee Erickson Yes 
Rep. Tory Marie Blew Yes 
Chair Don Hineman Yes 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting of the Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund Board will be held as a 
virtual meeting Friday, February 6, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to address, Chair Don Hineman adjourned the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 


