
 

KANSAS EARLY CHILDHOOD  
RECOMMENDATIONS PANEL   
Meeting Agenda 
Friday, January 16, 2026 | 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

 This meeting will be livestreamed on YouTube. To view the meeting materials, visit the 
Children's Cabinet website: kschildrenscabinet.org/panel-meetings  

AGENDA 

9:00 a.m. 
1. Welcome 
2. Approval of the January agenda 
3. Approval of the December minutes 

 
9:05 a.m. 

4. Panel Introductions 
• Mallory Arellano 
• Brenda Bandy 
• Megan Cook 
• Amy Gottschamer 
• Janine Foth 

9:10 a.m. 
5. Kansans’ Open Forum/Kansas In The News 

Kansans may submit comments for the January Panel meeting through the Kansans’ Open 
Forum Comment Form by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 15, to share written comments or to 
sign up to share verbal comments with the Panel during this time. 

• Each speaker will be allowed to speak for 3 minutes. 
• Panel members may ask clarifying questions of the person making the presentation. 
• Information may be submitted to the Panel in written and electronic form to be included 

in the meeting minutes. 

9:15 a.m. 
6. Commissioner of Education Search: Focus Group 

Frank Henderson will guide a discussion to seek input from Panel members in to identify the 
next Commissioner for the Kansas Department of Education. 

9:50 a.m. 
7. Kindergarten Readiness Toolkit 

Natalie McClane, Heather Schrotberger, and Kimberly Kennedy will share new Kindergarten 
Readiness Toolkit resources. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zbWoxBIoqVsL2ol7A5o8g
https://kschildrenscabinet.org/panel-meetings
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/74893effb64a4c1da18a65138b837000
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/74893effb64a4c1da18a65138b837000
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10:20 a.m. 
8. Governance Summit Preparation 

Chair Schoenberger will guide the Panel in preparing headlines and presentation content for the 
Early Childhood Governance Summit on February 20. 

10:35 a.m. 
9. Work Group Summary 

10:40 a.m. 
10. System Updates 

• Heather Schrothberger, KSHA January Meeting Update 
• Meghan Kluth, PDG 
• Sara Gardner, AIFKK Strategic Plan Monitoring Dashboard 

10:55 a.m.  
11. Key Take-Away’s 
12. Upcoming meetings (all meetings scheduled via Zoom) 

• Children's Cabinet and Trust Fund meeting - Friday, February 6, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
• Early Childhood Governance Summit - Friday, February 20, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 

o Hosted during the Early Childhood Recommendations Panel meeting time. 

11:00 a.m.   
13. Adjourn  

Work groups will meet following adjournment of the meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dashboards.mysidewalk.com/aifkk-sp-monitoring-dashboard
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The Kansas Early Childhood Recommendations Panel advises the Children's Cabinet as outlined in Kansas Executive 
Order 20-02. Visit the Children's Cabinet website to learn more about the Panel or contact Lindsay Orion 
(lindsayorion@ku.edu) 

https://governor.kansas.gov/executive-order-no-20-02/
https://governor.kansas.gov/executive-order-no-20-02/
https://kschildrenscabinet.org/early-childhood-recommendations-panel/
mailto:lindsayorion@ku.edu
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