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W E L C O M E

Agenda

• 2026 Webinar Series
 Held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month

• Sign up to receive our All In For Kansas Kids e-Newsletter on the 
Children’s Cabinet website – http://www.kschildrenscabinet.gov

• Panel Presentation on Home Visiting in Kansas

• Early Childhood Systems Updates

2026 Webinar Schedule

January OFF
February 11th 
March 11th 
April 8th 
May 13th 
June 10th 
July 8th 
August 12th 
September 9th 
October 14th 
November 11th 
December 9th 



Kansas Home Visiting:
Supporting Families in 
Kansas
PANEL  PRESENTAT ION



Home Visiting

KANSAS  HOME V IS I T ING –  WHAT  I S  I T?

• Nurtures early learning
• Promotes healthy development
• Empowers parents to be their child’s first and most important 

teacher
• Connects families with services and resources
• Workforce is made of up qualified and skilled parent educators



The Brain

A QUICK AS IDE  –  BRAIN  DEVELOPMENT

• 90% of brain development happens before the age of 5
• Brains are built through everyday interactions and 

experiences
• 1 million new neural connections are formed per second 

in a child’s brain
• More brain connections form in the first 3 years than at 

any other time of our life



Benefits

KANSAS  HOME V IS I T ING –  THE  BENEF I TS

• Healthy babies, children and families
• Nurturing relationships
• Early learning
• Access to resources
• Positive parent – child interactions

• Strong and Thriving Families = Strong and Thriving Communities



KANSAS  HOME V IS I T ING –  THE  LANDSCAPE

• Variety of home visiting options in Kansas
o Short term and long term

o Statewide availability – in some form

• State Home Visiting Leadership Team
o Coordination

o Expansion of services

o Support of workforce

Kansas 



HOME V IS I T ING SUPPORTS  AND BENEF I TS

• Michelle McAllister, Maize Parents as Teachers
• Madison Thompson, Garden City Parents as Teachers

Providers



HOME V IS I TORS  –  PARTNER  WITH  FAMIL IES

• Developmental Milestones
• Literacy (talking, reading, singing – every day)
• Family Goals

Partner



HOME V IS I TORS  –  SUPPORT  PARENT/CHILD  
BOND AND ATTACHMENT

• Healthy brain development
• Reduces chronic stress
• Emotional regulation and 

connection to others

Attachment and 
Bond



HOME V IS I TORS  –  ENCOURAGE PARENT-CHILD  
INTERACT IONS

• Strength-based
• Parents are a child’s first and best teachers

o Language connections
o Serve and Return

• Activities/Ideas/Information

Parent-Child 
Interaction



HOME V IS I TORS  –  CONNECT  FAMIL IES  TO 
RESOURCES

• Community Supports
• Basic Needs
• Services
• Other Families 

Resources



Family Perspective

HOME V IS I T ING –  FROM THE  FAMILY  
PERSPECT IVE

• Meet Analise, Liam and their Parent Educator, Sonia



Supporting Care 
Providers of Kansas

ANOTHER  TYPE  OF  HOME V IS I T ING –  
SUPPORT ING CARE  PROVIDERS

• Goal:  to support Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN) child 
care providers to create safe, stimulating environments 
that foster a child’s development and school readiness.

• Family, Friend and Neighbor care –
o Informal, relationship based, outside of traditional licensed settings

o Providers often include grandparents, aunts/uncles, siblings, friends or 
neighbors

• HB 2045 – license exempt providers



SUPPORT ING CARE  PROVIDERS  -  SERVICES

• Personalized in-home support
• Developmental screenings and 

support
• Helping create safe, engaging 

learning environments
• Connections to the community

Supporting Care 
Providers of Kansas



SUPPORT ING CARE  PROVIDERS  –  CURRENT  AND 
FUTURE

• Currently – Johnson and Wyandotte Counties
• Goal – expansion to additional counties in coming years

Testimonial:
“Before joining the program, I didn’t realize how many simple 
things I could do to help my grandchild learn and grow. The 
visits and conversations helped me feel more confident and 
gave me new ideas for activities we can do together every 
day.” — Grandparent

Supporting Care 
Providers of Kansas



WRAP UP  AND QUEST IONS

• How to contact home visiting programs in your area: 1-800-CHILDREN
• Kansas Home Visiting Alliance members:

o Kansas Children’s Service League – Health Families America –  Kelly Hayes, 
khayes@kcsl.org

o Kansas Early Head Start Association – Heather Schrotberger,  
hschrotberger@ksheadstart.org

o Kansas Parents as Teachers Association – Hilary Koehn, hkoehn@kpata.org

Find Home Visiting

mailto:khayes@kcsl.org
mailto:khayes@kcsl.org
mailto:hschrotberger@ksheadstart.org
mailto:hschrotberger@ksheadstart.org


KANSAS  HOME V IS I T ING –  PANEL  MEMBERS

• Lisa Williams, Kansas State Department of Education – 
lisa.williams@ksde.gov

• Michelle McAllister, Maize Parents as Teachers - 
mmcallister@usd266.com

• Madison Thompson, Garden City Parents as Teachers - 
mthompson1@gckschools.com

• Rebecca Stewart, Supporting Care Providers of Kansas- 
rstewart@kpata.org

Panel Members

mailto:lisa.williams@ksde.gov
mailto:lisa.williams@ksde.gov
mailto:mmcallister@usd266.com
mailto:mmcallister@usd266.com
mailto:mthompson1@gckschools.com
mailto:mthompson1@gckschools.com
mailto:rstewart@kpata.org


Early Childhood Systems Updates

Early Childhood 
Systems Updates





Join us for this free event!

Care & Wellness Conference

Stipends available 

Professional development hours

Connect with local early childhood professionals & families

Expand your skills to support your role as a caregiver & professional

Find helpful resources

Lunch provided



R E M I ND E R S  AND  NE XT  S T E PS

Stay Connected!

• Early Childhood Recommendations Panel 
 Friday, March 28th – 9-11:30 am 

• Children’s Cabinet Meeting
 Friday, April 3rd – 9 am-12 pm 

• Early Childhood Systems Building Webinar
 Wednesday, April 8th – 12-1:00 pm 

You can find all these meetings and more on our Children’s Cabinet YouTube channel!



Stay Up to Date

ALL IN FOR KANSAS KIDS NEWSLETTER

KANSASCHILDRENSCABINET

ALL IN FOR KANSAS KIDS FACEBOOK

https://kschildrenscabinet.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zbWoxBIoqVsL2ol7A5o8g
https://www.facebook.com/allinforkansaskids


Thanks!
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