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WELCOME

2026 Webinar Schedule
2026 Webinar Series sehuery-Ol Im
Held on the 274 Wednesday of the month March-11
Sign up to receive our All In For Kansas Kids e-Newsletter on the Apri 8Thth
Children’s Cabinet website — hitp://www.kschildrenscabinet.gov/ 'JV\C'V ]]%Th
une

Presentatfions on Kid-Link and the 2026 Legislative Session by July 8th
Developmental Services of NW Kansas and Kansas Action for August 121h
Early Childhood Systems Updates October 14™

November 111

December 91

Agenda




KID-LINI

DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES
OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.

Presented by Susan Bowles
Speech-Language Pathologist/
Early Interventionist and Tammy Dreiling,
Family Services Manager

Kansas Early Childhood Developmental Services (KECDS) provider (formerly tiny-k)



DSNWK Kid-Link Early Intervention Services

e DSNWK Kid-Link has been providing services for over 38 years to ;

children 0 through 36 months old with developmental delays.
e 8 counties: Ellis, Norton, Osborne, Phillips, Rooks, Russell, Smith and

part of Rush.
e Money received from certain counties stays in that county.
e Average 83 children served monthly, the majority of these children

live in Ellis County.




DSNWK Kid-Link Families v

e We serve families from all economic backgrounds-all services are free

for every child
e We now have Propio to serve those with an alternate language-such
as Spanish

o Referrals can be done at any time!
e Contact us at (785) 621-5270




DSNWK Kid-Link Families

e We welcome every referral, as we can do developmental
checks. And if a parent chooses not to meet with us, we send
out information about our services. And ask to call back in a
few months. When we send out information we include:

e Our Brochure

e Milestones Moments

o Age Appropriate book

Flyer to sign up for Community Screenings




Items that help us provide services:
e Allinformation is confidential.

e Contact information for child’s caregiver

e Including email addresses for workers and caregivers-which we
DO NOT share
e Fax numbers to return Referral Feedback Forms for referring

agencies files.
e |dentifying gender of child referred
e Physician if known

Possible concerns if not just developmental check



Services Provided

e Provide special services for children who qualify in all

developmental areas such as communication, gross and fine
motor, thinking skills, self-help and social-emotional.
e Provide vision and hearing screenings
e Provide Family Service Coordination for each family
e ALL services are free of charge
e Provide Child Find activities in each county-we do community
screenings with some school districts.




Who provides these services?

Early Intervention services are provided by professionals such as: Speech Language

Pathologist, Physical Therapist, Occupational Therapist, Early Childhood Special
Education Teacher.

Every child/family has an assigned Family Service Coordinator (FSC). The FSC works
in partnership with the family to coordinate services that a Early Childhood
Developmental Services of Kansas agency is required to provide. We do not
provide direct support services, such as supervision of parent visits or supervising of
housecleaning, attending appts outside of DSNWK Kid-Link services, etc. The family
retains the ultimate decision making authority in this partnership, as services are
voluntary. The FSC is the single point of contact for services.



How are

Services
Provided?

Qo
Live with
Purpose.

Developmental Services

OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.

DSNWK Kid-Link professionals use coaching
interactions with parents/caregivers so that

strategies for learning can be used
throughout the whole day. KECDS services m

Kansas, including DSNWK Kid-Link do not
provide medical modelservices, such as one

to one physical therapy.

DSNWK Kid-Link aligns their services with the
7 Key Principles and Practices for providing
Early Intervention Services in Natural
Environments as outlined by OSEP .

(https://ectacenter.org/topics/eiservices/key
princkeyprac.asp)




How Does a
Child Quality?

The first step is referral. This can be done with a
referral form that is faxed/emailed or as simple
as a call that provides demographic information

for the staffto reach out to the parent/caregiver.

Qo
Live with
Purpose.

Developmental Services

OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.

A Child must have one of the following to
qualify for services:

*There 1s a developmentaldelay of 25%or
more in one developmentalarea ora 20%
delayin 2 or more developmental areas.

*Automatically eligible due to established risk
for developmentaldelay. For example, very
low birthweight, vision or hearing loss,
diagnosis of Downs Syndrome, etc.

* Informed Clinical Opinion-a combination of
risk factors that make a delay highly probable.



® Once a child is referred;the screening,
mmitial evaluation and assessments, as well
as the initial Individual Family Service
Plan(IFSP) must be completed within 45
days.
An IFSP review is completed at 6 months
An Annual IFSP must be done within a
year in Services.

e Achild’s IFSP Outcomes are based on the
needs and concerns 1dentified by the

Timeline of

Services

parents.

Qo
Live with —
Purpose.

Developmental Services

OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.




Transition

Qo
Live with
Purpose.

Developmental Services

OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.

9 months to 90 days prior to a child’s 3rd
birthday, a transition plan meeting occurs
with the child’s parents/caregivers and the
DSNWK Kid-Link Team to determine what
will occur after the child turns 3.

If the parents/caregivers would like to
pursue Part B services with the school
district, the FSC sends a referral letter to
the local school district with demographic
information

After the transition plan, a transition
conference 1s held, to coordmate services
after 3 with the appropriate programs
requested by the parent/caregiver

If a child is not eligible for Part Bservices,
DSNWK Kid-Link staff work to find the
other options in the community that fit the
child’s needs and present those to the

family. (In rural north west Kansas, options

are limited)




National experts say that early intervention should help all children achieve:
* Building positive social-emotional skills and relationships.
* Acquiring and using knowledge and skills.
*x Taking appropriate action to meet their needs.

As the expert on their child, this will help parents/caregivers:
* Become more confident about observing their child and monitoring their
progress.
*x Understand more how their skills compare with other children their age.
*x Contribute more to team discussions about their child’s strength.



. North Country Connections
Interagency Coordmating

Council

Every program must have a coordimmating council.

We meet quarterly, usually meeting in Hays,, but also
offer a virtual option for meetings.

We have several community agencies that participate
and if you would like to be a member, please let us
know. Anyone 1s welcome.




To make a referral for DSNWK Kid-Link services for
Phillips, Rooks or Norton counties:

Kathleen Hager -

Family Service Coordimator
1104 N State St

Norton KS 67654

kathleen hager@mydsnwk.org
Office phone: (785)874-5446
Fax: (785)877-5408



mailto:Mary_Wise@mydsnwk.org

To make a referral for DSNWK Kid-Link services for
FEllis and Rush Counties:

Mindy Willman

Family Service Coordinator
PO Box 310

1310 Walnut

Hays, KS 67601

mindy willman@mydsnwk.org
Office phone: (785)-621-5270
Fax: (785)623-2867



mailto:mindya_willman@mydsnwk.org

To make a referral for DSNWK Kid-Link services for
Russell, Osborne and Smith counties:

Gabrielle Gibbs-

Family Service Coordmator

15 North Maple

Russell, KS 67665
gabrielle_gibbs @mydsnwk.org
Office phone: (785)621-5070
Fax: (785)483-6537



mailto:gabrielle_gibbs@mydsnwk.org

KID-LINK

DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES
OF NORTHWEST KANSAS, INC.

Sara Biggs
Director of Programs and Services
PO Box 310, Hays,KS 67601

(785)621-5329
sara_biggs(@mydsnwk.org

Tammy Dreiling
Family Services Manager
PO Box 310, Hays,KS 67601

(785)621-5332
tammy dreiling@mydsnwk.org



mailto:Sara_Biggs@mydsnwk.org
mailto:Tammy_Dreiling@mydsnwk.org
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Lawmaker Party Affiliation

Kansas House of Representatives Kansas Senate

388

Republicans Democrats Republicans Democrats

Pass a Bill Veto Override Pass a Bill Veto Override




Where are we in session?

It’s Veto Session!

R

* Lawmakers are currently on break and will return
for a two-day veto session on Thursday, April 9.

e Technically, lawmakers can continue debating

and voting on legislation if they suspend certain
rules.




Key Legislation

HB 2731 S. Sub. For

Anti-Public HB 2402
Assistance Bill Community Eligibility
Provision

Vote Vote
House: 80-43 House: 91-33
Senate: 28-11 Senate: 30-9

Status Status
Awaiting action by Signed by Governor
Governor

Sub. For
HB 2357

Eviction Expungement

Vote
House: 118-3
Senate: 36-4

Status
Awaiting action by
Governor

Note: Governor can sign, veto, or let a bill become law without a signature.

SB 271
Children’s Health
Insurance Program

Vote
House: 125-0
Senate: 39-0

Status

Awaiting action by
Governor

Kansas
‘ > Action
for Children



Key Legislation

Sub for HB 2513

SB 260 The Budget

Born to Invest
Act

Vote Vote
House: 98-27 House: 67-53
Senate: 39-1 Senate: 23-16

Status Status
Signed by Governor Awaiting action by
Governor

SCR 1603

Property Tax
Constitutional
Amendment

Vote
House: 59-63
Senate: -

Status
Conference
Committee

Note: Governor can sign, veto, or let a bill become law without a signature.

S. Sub for

HB 2745
Children’s Health
Insurance Program

Vote
House: 63-59
Senate: 22-18

Status

Awaiting action by
Governor

Kansas
‘ > Action
for Children
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2026-2027 Recommendations Panel

Early Childhood Recommendation Panel 2026-27 membership applications
will be accepted from April 3 - May 4, 2026 on the Children’s Cabinet
website:

Any Kansan interested in applying is welcome

June 5, 2026 — membership recommendations presented to KCCTF
Board for approval

The membership year will extend from July 1, 2026 — June 30, 2027
Contact Lindsay Orion(lindsayorion@ku.edu) with questions

hitps://kschildrenscabinet.org/apply-for-the-

early-childhood-recommendations-panel/

Application
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Recommendations Panel

The Kansas Early Childhood Recommendations Panel advises the
Kansas Children’s Cabinet, which leads statewide coordination and
Implementation of the All In for Kansas Kids strategic plan.

Established by Executive Order 20-02, the volunteer Panel provides
guidance, alignment, and technical expertise to the Children’s
Cabinet.

As a key part of the state’s early childhood governance structure, the
Panel coordinates systemwide efforts, monitors shared initiafives,
responds to stakeholder needs, and recommends actions to
strengthen early childhood care and education across Kansas.

‘ Purpose




REMINDERS AND NEXT STEPS

Early Childhood Recommendations Panel
Friday, April 170 =9-11:30 am

Early Childhood Systems Building Webinar
Wednesday, May 13" - 12-1:00 pm

Children’s Cabinet Meeting
Friday, June 5" -9 am-12 pm

You can find all these meetfings and more on our Children’s Cabinet YouTube channel!

Stay Connected!




Stay Up to Date

@ ALL IN FOR KANSAS KIDS NEWSLETTER

G KANSASCHILDRENSCABINET

ﬁ ALL IN FOR KANSAS KIDS FACEBOOK


https://kschildrenscabinet.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8zbWoxBIoqVsL2ol7A5o8g
https://www.facebook.com/allinforkansaskids
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